 Why Science Matters/Aphorism – Overview of Assignment

The assignment:

*Read the articles you were given, and seek out additional resources.

*Evaluate and consider the information presented.

*Produce a written response, 3-5 pages in length.

* Sources should be used and documented.
*Assessment: 1.)Meets assignment 2.)Originality of thought 3.)Clarity and support 4.)Well written

The focus/The assignment:

Read through the quotes.  Read through the articles.  There are common themes, ideas, and threads that run throughout.  There are MANY possible directions to go with this assignment.  In the end, you should identify a particular theme or idea that strikes you as significant or important.

You should:


*Select a quote that embodies your idea and use it as the thesis for your paper.  It can be a quote I 

provided, or, it can be one that you find on your own.


*Your paper should expand on and support the thesis/quote you have chosen.


*You should use quotes from the articles to support your assertions.


*In a general sense, your paper should address the general themes of:



“What is science?”



“Why does science matter?”



“What are the repercussions for a society that does not understand, or shuns, science?”



“Why does science matter in all realms of life – not just the ‘sciency’ ones?”

Your paper should address a rather specific aspect of what you read. IT SHOULD NOT BE A BOOK REPORT, SUMMARY OR REVIEW.   As you read, consider and ask yourself: 


*What was interesting?


*What was new?


*What do you agree with/disagree with?  Why?


*What ideas challenge your worldview?  Why?


*What ideas reinforce your worldview? Why?


*What are the implications/consequences of the author’s premise?


*What idea does the author introduce that you can expand on?


*How does the author’s view compare or contrast with other views?

The Rationale:

You are among the first generations on Earth that will live your entire life with the ability to access everything, everyone, has ever known – in the history of the world.

This is an amazing thing to consider – but only if you actually access that information.  It is truly sad that people have that opportunity, but never take advantage of it.

The rationale for this assignment is rather simple –

I want you to consider important issues – to science, to society, to the world around you.  I want you to evaluate WHY you think the things you think.  I want you to evaluate what shapes your view of the world.  What paradigm do you operate under?  I want you to expose yourself to ideas you had not considered before, ideas that you may not even agree with.  I want you to look at issues from new perspectives, from a vantage point you may have never even thought of.  I want you to develop your own ideas, your own rationales, your own perspectives  - but built on factual information, quality sources, and through an open-minded, questioning manner.  

Most people hold strong opinions on a variety of issues.  Unfortunately, more often than not, they base their worldview on a singular perspective, rather than an open-minded search for a supportable position.  Many people simple relent to a seemingly relevant authority and recite the opinion they have been given by someone else.  

I want you to LEARN – for yourself.  I want you to build your thoughts and ideas based on the vast information that is available to you.  I want you to evaluate issues and sources, always remaining open-minded to new ideas to weigh, either accepting or rejecting based on their merit – not simply because someone says so.  Ultimately, that is why science matters in everyday life, for everyday people – it is the way you can evaluate the world around you every single day.  It is what allows you to formulate ideas and opinions for yourself, as opposed to blindly following what is set before you by others.  Too few people are capable of that.  The single greatest adaptation our species possesses is the ability to THINK – I find it odd that it is an adaptation we use so little.  In fact, it is an adaptation that is often frowned upon.  That is the point of this assignment – I want you to think.

